JCT Contracts Discovery

JCT has published a 2018 revision of JCT Contracts Discovery. This is designed to provide students with a broad understanding of JCT construction contracts and contract procedures. It is not intended as a guide to any of the JCT contract forms. It provides:

· A general understanding of the JCT contract range

· A review of procurement methods and appropriate uses for JCT contract forms

· Guidance on how to set up a contract using a JCT contract form

· An understanding of the arrangement of JCT contract forms, including layout, style and language used

· An understanding of the obligations of the employer and the contractor

· A review of the roles played by contract administrators, quantity surveyors and others

· A review of how JCT contracts deal with key aspects of the contracting process, including control of the works (quality, time), payment, variations, insurance, third party rights and collateral warranties, termination and dispute resolution.

The publication does not include SBCC Contracts. While these are based on JCT forms they have a number of differences. In particular the range of SBCC contracts is smaller, some forms have significant differences and SBCC forms are based on Scots law and follow its terminology. Whilst all of the above bullet points, save for bullet point 1, apply in many instances to the equivalent SBCC contracts appropriate caution should be exercised by those using this publication in relation to SBCC documents. In addition, relative to bullet point 3, the execution requirements for SBCC contracts are different from those of JCT contracts due to the Requirements of Writing (Scotland) Act 1995.
